Straight Talk - Smart Walk
Pedestrian Safety Program
Pedestrian Safety Tips for Teen Drivers

The openh road—it’s something you have been
be street wise. waiting for your entire life. TWhen you get your
driver’s license, you finally have that taste of freedom and independence.
Mom and dad don’t have to drOp You Off at the movies Or your friend’s
house. You Can listen to your favorite musiC oh the radio. At |ast, You will

be in Charge of makinhg decisions about where you waht to go.

With this freedom comes a huge responsibility. AS a driver, You must be in
Contro| Of your vehicle. Not only are you responsible for your own safety,
but the safety of others on the road.

Be aware of pedestrians on the roads and on the sidewalks.
Pedestrian collisions have severe consequences, and ho onhe
Be aware! wants to be involved in such a tragedy. It is important to
CLESANENS he 5 considerate, Safe ahd aware driver.

Fast Facts about Traffic Collisions: Watch fOI’ Wa]kers

e [Motor Vehicle collisions are the leading Cause of death for
American teenagers.
On average, a pedestrian is Killed ih a traffiC Collision every 109
minutes.
In a typiCal 8-hour sChool-day, -5 pedestrians are Killed.
31% Of all pedestriah fatalities in Califorhia are assoCiated with
alcohol consumption.
In 2002 in [Los Angeles County:
o 236 pedestriahs were Killed
o 1,852 pedestrians were hospitalized

For more information about pedestrian safety, please call the
Straight Talk - Smart Walk Hotline at 626-300-4854 or visit www.ladpw.org




Helpful Tips for Drivers about Pedestriah Safety:

o GCtay alert! Be aware of what is happening around you at all times.

e AVvoid distractions such as conversations with friends, handling cell
phones, applying makeup or changing CDs.

e [Make a complete stop at every posted intersection and traffiC
sighal.

e TBe alert and Careful when passing stopped Vehicles in adjacent lanes.
They may be stopped for pedestrians.

e TPBe considerate. [Make eye contacCt with pedestriahs SO they know
you see them.

o TWatch out for small Children, especially in residential heighborhoods
ahd near SChools. They may runh into the street uhexpectedly.

e ([Jse your mirrors and windows. Check your blind spots, especCially
when backing out of parking spots and driveways.

o TWatch out around parked Cars. People may be getting in or out Of
vehicles.

e Drive the safe speed for the road conditions or the nheighborhood.
If there are |Ots Of Kids, You may waht to slow down.

Who has the right of way?

The pedestriab alwWays has the right oF Way, whether
/n 3 “marked Crosswalk” or “Unmarked Crosswalk.”

pDrivers must yield the right oF Way to pedestrions
wrthin 8 Crosswalk, whether it is “marked” or “unmarked.” 4 “marked
CrosswalK” is designated by white or yellow painted [ines on the pavement.
Corners without paintéd [ines at intersections aré “Uhmarked Crosswalks. "
As g driver, it is Your responsibility to be alert to prevent Collisions with
pedestrians and other motor vehicles.

Although you may feel more independent, remember that your passengers,
other drivers ahd pedestriahs are depending oh you to be g Safe,
responsible driver!

For more information about pedestrian safety, please call the
Straight Talk - Smart Walk Hotline at 626-300-4854 or visit www.ladpw.org
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